Program of Cooperation in the Black Sea Region in Area of Migration between Countries of Origin, Transit and Destination
Migration flows and tendencies from and within Black Sea region
September 27-28

Tbilisi, Georgia
Program of Cooperation in the Black Sea region in the Area of Migration between Countries of Origin, Transit and Destination (Program) aims to protect and promote migrants’ rights, combat human trafficking and irregular migration. It is implemented by a Georgia-based NGO People’s Harmonious Development Society (PHDS) and funded by European Commission.

It is intended to enhance the capacities of both the government and civil society institutions in the countries of Black See region in dealing with current trends and consequences of global population movement phenomenon referring particularly to the issues of irregular migration and human trafficking. The Program is carried out in close cooperation with two organizations, LaStrada – Ukraine and KEPAD from Greece. The overall objective of the Program is to protect migrants' rights, protect them against exploitation and exclusion, and support the fight against irregular migration and against trafficking in human beings. One of the strategic objectives of the program aims to build the policy dialogue and policy making processes in order to better address the “protection of migrants’ rights, fight against irregular migration and human trafficking issues on basis of assessment of the situation and research. 

The three partner organizations: PHDS, LaStrada and KEPAD have conducted researches focusing on: 

· Migration from Georgia to Greece: problems of labor migration from Georgia to Greece (based on the Convention on the Rights of migrants), including those faced in the country of origin, in transit countries and the country of destination;
· Legal survey that includes: (i) issues of migration and human trafficking on national, EU and international law; rights of migrants and migrant children in Greece; integration/exclusion in Greek society; state policies concerning migration and trafficking; analysis and evaluation of existing state tools and processes to combat human trafficking; ii) critical assessment of findings, materials, legal tools; proposals for integration of migrants in Greece and for combating human trafficking etc;

· labor migration flows of Ukrainians under the condition of financial-economic crisis: new tendencies and cases of violation of their rights’ on the example of labor migration from Ukraine to Greece, migration situation in Ukraine: social profiles of returnees to Ukraine, Ukrainians’ readiness to look for a job abroad within financial-economical crisis and to use illegal ways of employment, reasons that can influence the migrants’ decision to return, and the study of their way of life in Greece (spheres of employment, leisure time, contacts with relatives in Ukraine).

PHDS has issued a call for papers for participation in the Round Table discussion on “Migration flows and tendencies from and within Black Sea region” to:
· focus on legal and socio-economic issues promoting or hindering migration,

· foster exchange of theoretical and empirical research and dialogue among countries of Black Sea region,

· to encourage contact making between researchers from Black Sea region,

· to elaborate recommendations to the governments based on the research and/or assessment results, to be presented at the RT discussion. 

How to apply

Applications must be submitted electronically by September 1, 2010 to the address heghine@phds.ge . A full application set should consist of a research paper (500-1000 words in English or Russian, describing the focus of the research, methodology used and the results achieved) and a Curriculum Vitae.

Working language

The working language of the RT discussion will be English and Russian with a simultaneous translation.

Accommodation and travel costs

PHDS will cover the costs related to travel to and from Tbilisi and full board in Tbilisi. Participants are expected to arrive on September 26 and leave on September 29. Any inquiries related to the organization of the RT discussion should be sent to heghine@phds.ge 
